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these monster performances.

Miss Elsie Hall, still in comparatively short frocks, but tamer
than of yore, gave a concert at Lady Stanley of Alderley's, with
the assistance of Mr Stanley Blagrove. It was, to tell the truth, a
somewhat jejune affair; and the sooner Miss Elsie takes her un-
deniable talent and intelligence off to Leschetitzky to be seri-
ously trained, the better.
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THE utilization for concerts of the very convenient room of the
extinct Meistersingers' Club, at 63 St James's Street, reminds me
to ask what has become of die mushroom-crop of clubs which
sprang up a year or two ago, and were nothing more than co-
operative concert-giving societies. The Meistersingers alone,
though described as "the late," have escaped dismantling; for
their concert-room is still available; and very glad I was to take
refuge in it from the rain at Mr liirwen Jones's concert, where I
found Mr Shortis playing the banjo with a delicacy and conscien-
tiousness that ought to have been devoted to some musical in-
strument. Also there played a Mr Squire, who gave us a couple
of tunes of the more obvious sort, with some trick effects, pret-
tily executed, on the violoncello. The concert-giver sang a couple
of songs by Mr Cowen, who accompanied in person; Mrs Mary
Davies sang one good song and one trumpery one, both by
Sullivan, with her fine natural artistic faculty; Miss Rosa Leo
chaminaded as well as a lady can who has the wrong tempera-
ment for that genre\ and, the rain having intermitted, I made off.
The Begum Ahmadee's concert at the Grosvenor Club must
have puzzled some of the audience a good deal. It was undeniably
a novel experience; and I am afraid that some of us thought that
the Begum sang a good deal out of tune. She certainly gave a
very Oriental version of the intervals of our scale, the keynote
itself being so modified when it was approached in certain ways
as to suggest doubts whether it had the character of a keynote
for her at all. But there is a great difference between a young
Englishwoman trying to sing our major or minor scale and
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